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The adjudicator would like to welcome Portarlington to the 2008 TidyTowns Competition. Portarlington is an 
interesting town with many buildings of merit. Thank you for the entry form and the supporting photographs. 
The adjudicator liked the three laminated drawings on a TidyTowns theme drawn by the local children. The 
committee still stands this year at just four people and it is important that you would try and recruit some new 
members for 2009. Your weekly meetings and good local support together with a very good schools 
programme are all good pointers towards future progress in the TidyTowns Competition. The PowerPoint 
Presentation on TidyTowns for the Schools is an excellent approach and this means that a consistent 
message comes across to all Schools in Portarlington.  The National Schools Art Competition sounds an 
interesting initiative and presumably it had an environmental theme. The map included in the entry form 
unfortunately was of little help on adjudication day and perhaps you would include a more formal map of the 
town for next year. Do remember that the TidyTowns Handbook gives great information and suggestions.  
Both new Committees and those who have been involved in the competition for some time will find this 
booklet really useful. 
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It was great to see the new Leisure Complex in its completed state and this modern building fits in well with 
the landscape close to the river.  The Graveyard was exceptionally well presented and the well painted road 
boundary wall caught the eye on the approach.  The completion of Mullany’s Pharmacy adds another well 
presented building to the town.  At the Community Centre repainting is really necessary for 2009 as it looked 
quite drab close to the new Leisure Center.  The Credit Union building was admired as was the East End 
Hotel but the large lettering here seemed to be out of scale with the otherwise attractive façade.  The window 
detailing of The Wilton is most interesting and the use of red to bring out this details is effective. More 
interesting detailing in yellow featured on the well presented façade of the Post Office. At the Mountmellick / 
Portlaoise road junction a large derelict building façade seemed to have interesting architectural detailing and 
the adjudicator wondered if there are any restoration plans? At both the Catholic and Church of Ireland 
Churches the railings needed to be painted. The Square in Portarlington has significant potential to be a town 
focal point but the presentation here is presently drab and uninteresting. The side walls of the old Cinema 
needed to be painted and also the steel unit beside the Cross. The adjudicator recommends the preparation 
of a Plan to restore the Square taking into account existing commercial interests. Near Centra the modern 
Pharmacy where glass plays such a strong visual role was much admired.  Very interesting detailing 
especially around the doorway was examined on the front façade of the Deanery but it is a pity about the 
derelict building beside. Many of the buildings in Portarlington had been painted and this represents a 
significant commitment to TidyTowns from your community. 

31

19

22

9

8

27

28

6

Tidy Towns Competition 2008
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

204

Maximum

Mark

50

50

50

50

50

20

30

40

50

10

Overall Development Approach

The Built Environment

Landscaping

Wildlife and Natural Amenities

Litter Control

Waste Minimisation

Tidiness

Residential Areas

Roads, Streets and Back Areas

General Impression

Mark

Awarded 2008

TOTAL MARK 400 204

Overall Development Approach:

The Built Environment:

08/07/2008

 



Portlaoise road junction a large derelict building façade seemed to have interesting architectural detailing and 
the adjudicator wondered if there are any restoration plans? At both the Catholic and Church of Ireland 
Churches the railings needed to be painted. The Square in Portarlington has significant potential to be a town 
focal point but the presentation here is presently drab and uninteresting. The side walls of the old Cinema 
needed to be painted and also the steel unit beside the Cross. The adjudicator recommends the preparation 
of a Plan to restore the Square taking into account existing commercial interests. Near Centra the modern 
Pharmacy where glass plays such a strong visual role was much admired.  Very interesting detailing 
especially around the doorway was examined on the front façade of the Deanery but it is a pity about the 
derelict building beside. Many of the buildings in Portarlington had been painted and this represents a 
significant commitment to TidyTowns from your community. 

Many hanging baskets were admired throughout Portarlington together with other colourful displays. For 
example along Patrick Street the baskets hanging from nearly every pole brightened up this street and worked 
well with the many well painted properties here. The timber planter(s) in the Square seemed to be in a bit of 
disarray as two of the units were empty and the timberwork seemed to have been pulled around a little. 
Excellent roadside landscaping was noted along the main road at Avondale estate. 

The Derryonne Lake and walk project which is ongoing will allow you to develop a number of wildlife projects 
and perhaps we will see some progress for next summer. The riverside area which was in flood on 
adjudication is an extremely attarctive area to spend a little time and the presentation here was good.

The notice to traders and the involvement of students in the spring clean up are good projects under this 
adjudication category as is your important work with the litter warden. Some litter was noted on the 
Monasterevin approach road and much litter was present on the Portlaoise road.  The same problem was 
present on the road out to the Business Park and just a little near the Take Away on the Main Street. Apart 
from that the litter control situation along the Main Street was good. 

At the green river bridge the low yellow road boundary wall needed to be painted and the yellow side door / 
gate to the AIB premises also needed to be painted.  Along Main Street the parking of cars on the pavement 
detracts considerably from the presentation of the built environment here as did the parking on double yellow 
lines noted in many instances.  Quite a number of advertising signs were noted on pavements and some were 
quite large. This together with the display of retail goods on the pavement should be discouraged. 

Your work with Colaiste Iosagan as they progress towards their Green Flag is commended and the 
adjudicator wishes them well in this project.  The recycling presentations to the National Schools were 
excellent projects under this adjudication category.  Do read the Race Against Waste booklet that will give 
your Committee many ideas for consideration in the context of future projects. 

You seem to stay in close contact with all Residents groups and that is important as estates play a big part in 
the Competition. At Lough Gate the height variations in the open spaces was admired as this is so much more 
attractive than a flat space.  However some kerb grass here needed attention. Excellent grass and trees 
caught the eye at Millbrook Manor and the same was true of Glanmalire. The private houses along Patrick 
Street impressed with hanging baskets and a good colour choice.  Church View was very neatly presented. 

The walk to the Graveyard has been a good project as has your project on name signs. On the Monasterevin 
approach some verges were uncut but the trees and stone walls along here were admired.  On the Portlaoise 
approach the kerbing on one side was badly overgrown while the Portarlington approach created a better first 
impression. Good verges on one side were noted on the road past the Railway Station.  Excellent verges 
dominated much of the approach to the Business Park. Trees and some good verges highlighted the 
Tullamore approach to Portarlington. 

It was a great pleasure for your adjudicator to visit Portarlington and we wish you well with your projects for 
next year. Do try and get your 3 Year Plan underway for next year. 
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